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on the Middelburg Railway. De la Rcy and Beyers had similar
successes in the Western Transvaal, and Beyers crossed the line between
Johannesburg and Pretoria without being caught. By the end of
1900 the war was so far from being over that the War Office announced
its intention of sending out 30,000 more mounted men. A modern
army equipped with aeroplanes would have located and destroyed
the Boer commandoes in a few weeks; the army of 1900 hunted them
wildly and blindly for nearly two years over a country half as big as
Europe.
At the beginning of 1900 Kitchener adopted the policy of " farm-
burning " and hoped by devastating the principal areas of operations
and depriving the fighting men of shelter and provisions to force
them to surrender. This had no great success, and added to the
bitterness of the conflict. It was necessary to establish concentration
camps for the women and children rendered homeless, but difficult
to improvise these with the resources at the disposal of the army.
Many proved to be insanitary ; epidemics broke out and the mortality
among women and children was heavy. In the meantime the Boers
continued their raids into Natal and Cape Colony, and the attitude
of die Cape Dutch was always an anxiety. In February, 1900, De Wet
crossed the Orange River and invaded the Cape Colony with a force
of 3,000 men, and though he was driven back with heavy losses it
required a considerable force to deal with him. From this time
onwards the attitude of the Natal and Cape rebels and the proper
way of dealing with them were among the chief subjects of contention
and the most serious obstacle to peace. At the end of February, after
the repulse of De Wet, Botha opened up negotiations with Kitchener
and met him under a safe conduct at Middelburg in the Transvaal,
but their parleys broke down on the question of the treatment of these
rebels. The Middelburg negotiations revealed strong differences
between Kitchener and Milner as to the proper way of ending the
war. Milner was for complete conquest and unconditional surrender
as a preliminary to negotiations ; Kitchener held that an amnesty to
Colonial rebels and moderate terms, including acceptance of the
liabilities of the Boer States and generous help in the resettlement
after the war, would be wise and statesmanlike, and a great help to
pacification. After fourteen months' more fighting Kitchener's view
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